

CITY OF WHITE PLAINS
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2021 Spring/SUMMER ADULT SOFTBALL LEAGUE
RULES & REGULATIONS
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WHITE PLAINS RECREATION ADULT
SOFTBALL LEAGUE CONTACTS:
League Coordinator
Matt Quatrano
Email: mquatrano@whiteplainsny.gov
Office #: 914-422-1363
Cell #: 914-539-1120

Softball Hotline & Info
914.-422-1390

Gillie Park: 914-422-1398
Delfino Park: 914.422-1390


For immediate text or email on all cancellations or updates sign up for REC ALERTS!
Sign up is quick and easy. Go to this link: https://www.cityofwhiteplains.com/recalerts then click "Notify Me' in the right hand column. Type in your email address and then go to the Alert Center category "look for the red dot" and click on the method by which you would like to receive alerts ( email, text message or both). And that's all! Stay in the know with Rec Alerts


For the most accurate schedule and standings please use www.wprecleagues.com, weather related updates will also be posted here.




LEAGUE RULES & REGULATIONS
**There is no alcohol or tobacco allowed in the White Plains Park Facilities**

PROGRAM FORMAT
1. League is be divided into 2 leagues (Men’s and Co-ed) with separate divisions (A, B, C…)
** League Coordinator reserves the right to place teams in certain divisions to keep a competitive balance**
2. Games will be played on weekday nights.
3. The regular season will run: week of July 13 through end of September.
4. The regular season schedule will be limited to 14 games maximum per team.
5. The Playoffs will begin once all games have been played.
6. In leagues with 8 or less teams top 4 teams will make the playoffs. In leagues with 9 or more teams top 6 will make the playoffs.
7. Playoff format will be single elimination with final round being best 2 out of 3.
8. Schedule is “weather permitting,” makeups will be played on Friday and/or Thursday evenings and any other available weekday evenings if necessary. 
9. Regular season makeup games will be scheduled with a minimum 3 days’ notice.
10. Any games rained out during the last week of the regular season will only be played if there are playoff implications. If necessary, weekend make-ups may be required. Any Regular season games not played by 8/8 will be left un-played.
LEAGUE FEES:
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]Men’s – $1,400 / Coed - $1,400 – Fees are due by the end of the second week of the season.
FORFEITS:
1. Any team that forfeits a game without notifying the league coordinator will owe a fee of $40. Forfeits that are made known to the league coordinator are not at risk of the fee.
**These fees must be paid with a check to “City of White Plains” before you play your next game**
**Checks must be given to the league coordinator or field staff**
2. Any team that forfeits 3 games will be at risk of being dropped from the league. There will be no refund of entry fee. 
ELIGIBILITY
1. Players must be 18 years of age, or a High School Graduate.
2. Players will only be permitted to play on one team in each league, meaning a player can play on only one Men’s team and one Co-ed team. If a player is found to be playing on multiple teams they risk being kicked out of the league and the teams risks forfeiting that game
3. To be eligible for playoffs, a player must have competed in at least 5 regular season games.
ROSTERS:
1. Completed rosters must be submitted prior to first game.
(Must have signatures and addresses)
2. Final rosters are due by end of first week of games. 
3. Rosters will be spot checked throughout the season as well as the playoffs by League Coordinator and/ or Rec. Staff. Please have photo ID available at all times. If a player fails to provide a photo ID they will not be able to play that day.
4. If a team is found with ineligible players, that team will forfeit the game. On a second offense, team will be subject to forfeiting the season, pending meeting with the League Coordinator.
5. Roster limit is 21 players per team. 

THE GAME:
** Areas of league play, not covered by the White Plains Recreation Department Rules & Regulations, will be governed by rules established by the United States Specialty Sports Association (USSSA). 
1. GAME SCHEDULE: All games will be played at the time and place shown on the Rec & Parks schedule, distributed prior to season, as well as on the city website, www.wprecleagues.com 
2. GAME LOCATIONS:
Delfino 1 (Parking Lot Side) & Delfino 2 (Dog Park Side) – Men & Coed Leagues
Gillie 2 (Field up the stairs, farthest from the street) – Coed League 
3. GAME TIME: Times will vary, pending on league and schedule. If a team has the first game of the night, they be allotted a (15) minute grace period before forfeit. (8) Players are needed to start a game; can finish with 8. However, additional players cannot be added after the 3rd inning (3rd at bat). For Coed League, teams that play with less than (10) players must have at least (3) females on the field. 
4. OFFICIAL SCORE: “Both Teams” are responsible for keeping the official score book during their at-bat. It is recommended that “Team Captains” verify score with each other and the umpire after each inning. Players first and last names must be in the book. If full names are not listed in the score book players will not be credited as “games played.”
5. BALL: A new ball will be supplied for start of all games. 
6. BAT: All bats will be supplied through the Rec Dept. **Exception this year (2020) see COVID Guidelines**
7. EQUIPMENT: For safety purposes, all equipment, (bats, balls, equipment bags) MUST be kept in the dugout at all times.
8. METAL SPIKES: Are not allowed. Rubber cleats and/or sneakers MUST be worn. 
9. PITCHER: Must face home plate during delivery of pitch and pitch underhand at a slow speed. The pitched ball must arc 3 feet after leaving the pitcher’s hand and before it passes any part of home plate. The pitched ball shall not rise higher than 10 feet above the ground. 
10. Only rostered coaches and players are allowed in the dugout area. 

RULES:
1. MERCY RULE: 12 runs or more after 5 completed innings. This rule applies for all regular games, playoffs, and first two games of the Championship.
2. PROTESTS: A manager or team representative desiring to enter a protest, must file with the Recreation Department League Director, within 24 hours of the game in question. Valid protests will only be allowed if notification was immediately given to the umpire at the time of the controversy. Protest must be written and detailed. A $50 fee must accompany any protest. The fee will be refunded if the protest is upheld. The fee will not be refunded if the protest is not upheld. 
3. BATTING ORDER: A team may bat up to (12) players in a game. For Coed League, batting order must be Guy – Girl, or Girl-Guy, until all female players have batted. Can bat 3 males in a row at the bottom of the order, no more than 3.
4. THROWING THE BAT: A batter cannot be called out for throwing the bat in the game. A player, however, can be ejected for flagrant throwing of the bat, but only after the play is over. Therefore, if a batter reached base and is ejected for throwing the bat, a substitute player and/or courtesy runner would have to take the ejected position on base. 
5. SUBSTITUTION / RE ENTRY: Any of the starting players may withdraw and re-enter, provided such player occupies the same batting position whenever they are in the lineup. A substitute who is withdrawn may not re-enter. 
6. EXTRA PLAYERS: If you are to use an EP, must make it known to the umpire, prior to the start of the game. 
7. THIRD STRIKE: Pitching counts begin with a 1 and 1 count. No additional foul. 
8. COURTESY RUNNERS:  2 players that need runners must be identified before the start of the game. (Exceptions are made for injuries during game) Courtesy runner MUST be the last recorded out. For COED League, the courtesy runner must be the last recorded out male for male or female for female. 
9. COED FIELDING: During a COED game, when a female hits the ball into the outfield she can be thrown out a first base, by any player. 
10. Walk Rule for (Coed): If a male walks, the female batter MUST bat, but the male automatically takes 2nd base. 
11. ON DECK BATTER: An on deck batter may pick up or move a bat as long as it does not interfere with a defensive player (catcher or another player, i.e. coed) trying to make a play on a batted ball or thrown ball. By rule, a bat on the field becomes part of the field. If it can be moved safely an on deck batter or an umpire, it is allowed, but if an on deck batter is going to get in the way of any defensive player trying to make a play, there can be an interference call and the runner closest to home would be ruled out. 
12. Collisions: If a defensive player clearly has the ball and is waiting to tag a runner, the runner must slide or attempt to avoid contact. If the runner deliberately tries to run into the defensive player, the runner is called out and will be ejected from the game. The ball is ruled dead and all runners return to the last base touched at the time of the collision.
SPORTSMANSHIP:
1. Coaches, players, and spectators must exhibit good sportsmanship at all times. Inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated. Anyone ejected from a game will serve a (1) game suspension.  Any further consequences will be determined by League Officials based upon the severity of the incident. 
2. If a coach, player, or spectator is ejected, they MUST leave the field area immediately. If the player refuses to leave and the Umps decide to forfeit the game the team whose player was ejected will receive a loss regardless of the score.
3. If it is discovered that an ejected player participates in the next played game, the team will automatically forfeit the game. 
4. The White Plains Rec Adult Softball League strongly encourages and promotes good sportsmanship at all times. 
POSTPONEMENTS & RESCHEDULING:
1. If the fields are deemed unplayable due to rain, the Rec Dept will make a decision by 4 pm. In all other cases, final decision will be made at the field by the umpire. 
2. Rescheduled games will be played on Friday and/or Thursday evenings. However, if there is field space on other days of the week, games may be fit in. 
PLAYOFFS & CHAMPIONSSHIP:
1. TBD
TIE-BREAKING RULES FOR PLAYOFF CONTENTION AND SEEDINGS
1. Head to head competition. 
2. Runs scored in head to head competition. 
3. Record against common opponents.
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